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Reception in Commemoration
of the Great East Japan Earthquake
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Your Excellency, Ambassador Dr. Nabil Bukhary, Chief of
Protocol, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Makkah Region Branch,
Your Excellencies, Consul Generals accredited to Jeddah,
Academics, Business People and the Japanese Community
People, and Ladies and Gentlemen, | would like to express my
sincere gratitude for your presence in this evening to
commemorate the Great East Japan Earthquake.
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March 11 is a date now etched in Japan's collective
consciousness. Today, on the first anniversary of the Great East
Japan Earthquake, which triggered the starkest crisis our country
has faced in a generation, | call upon you to join a silent tribute
to the people died and are missing among the disaster. Let’ s start
a silent tribute.
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A SILENT TRIBUTE
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Thank you for your cooperation.
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We will not forget the loved ones, friends and colleagues who
were lost due to the disaster. Neither will we forget the outpouring
of support and expressions of solidarity that Japan received from
the international community. For this we feel deeply indebted and
take this opportunity to reiterate our heartfelt appreciation to the
international community including Saudi Arabia.
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Here in Jeddah we received heartwarming paintings and
donations from many people. | would like to introduce you some of
them who are present here tonight.
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First, | introduce you sweet little boys and girls from Jeddah
Knowledge International School. They drew many paintings to
cheer up the affected children in Japan. Please give them a good
clap. On the other hand, in the tennis court behind you, you can
find some paintings drawn by the affected Japanese children who
were deeply grateful for the encouragement made by Saudi boys
and girls. Please appreciate those paintings afterwards.
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Secondly, | introduce you sympathetic young students from
Jeddah Prep and Grammar School. They collected their pocket
money and donated them to the victims of the disaster. Their
thoughtfulness gave the suffers from earthquake and tsunami

enormous courage and great impression. Please give them warm
hands.
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Thirdly, | introduce you TAMER Group which has strong bonds
with Japan. Big donations from TAMER Group heated up the grief-
stricken people physically and psychologically. Please clap your

hands to Mr. Mohammed Tamer, a representative of TAMER
Group.
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Those people now introduced are a part of many people who
made big support and assistance to the affected people in Japan.
Again | thank from the bottom of my heart for the great
contribution extended by Saudi government and people.
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Japan has made remarkable progress in responding to the
disaster over the past twelve months. Though the villages and
towns demolished by the earthquake and tsunami are not
recovered yet, we are now overcoming the starkest crisis by the
joint efforts of government and people. Some pictures taken right
after the disaster as well as those taken recently are exhibited in
the tennis court. Please appreciate them too.
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Young soccer players are taught
by a volunteer coach.
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Self Defense Forces carry people
to safety.
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The streets are crowded with
traffic once again.

H ﬁ%ﬂy [') Ebf:ﬁ*o




The tsunami drowned the
runways and damaged terminal
buildings.
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Sendai Airport resumes
operations one month after the
tsunami.
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The earthquake and tsunami hit Fukushima prefecture, Miyagi
prefecture, and Iwate prefecture. The people from those three
prefectures are getting over difficulties by having shown
indomitable perseverance. Those three prefectures have various
traditional industries. Tonight we brought three indigenous
specialties resulted from each industry. Those products are
evidence of their recovery.
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Now | wish to present you those specialties. Around ten o'clock
at the entrance gate, a lottery box will be open for all of you
except Japanese guests. There are three different color papers,
red ,blue and green in the box. A person who draws a red lot will
get "Aizu Hariko", specialty from Fukushima prefecture, and a
person draws a blue lot will get "Miyagi Kokeshi" , specialty from
Miyagi prefecture, and a person who draws a green lot will get
"Nambu Coaster"”, specialty from Iwate prefecture. | hope the

winners of those specialties will be sensible of inflexible spirits of
the suffered people.
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Okiagari-koboshi

The Aizu region, Fukushima Prefecture

EERERIZERYFES EMNY/INERD]




Miyagl Kokeshi

Miyagi Prefecture
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Nambu Kodai Katazome

Iwate Prefecture
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But due to the limitation in number of specialties, couples are
restricted to draw a lot only once. And there are white lots in the
lottery box. A person who draws white lot will get nothing. Please
hold your fortune over till next time.
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Again thank you very much for your attendance to this evening
to commemorate the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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